


The Patch in Potterne
19 Whistley Road
Potterne, Wilshire SN10
Minutes of meeting held on 14 January 2023 at Potterne School  

Present: Robert Berry, Robin Jequier, Gill Berry, John Starling, Tina Perryman, Diane Harris, Bob Naylor, Geoff Palmer, Paul Moss, Sabine Moss, Andy Huntley, Tim Landergan, Sam Landergan, John Chandler, Robert Hunt-Grubbe

Apologies: Janet Church, Sally Baker, Jackie Sawyer, Adrian Birholt, Angela Rawlins, Rosie Goldsmith, Nicola Goves, Poppy Watson, Jacky Gay

	
		
	Minutes
	Action



	Action

	1.
	Welcome & Opening Statement:
Robert Berry welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised the attendees of the fire and safety regulations. This meeting is for a general update and not a formal meeting. For those who are interested there will be an opportunity to view the rest of the building after the meeting. At this stage Robert introduced Robin Jequier, Co-Director and fundraiser and handed the meeting over to him.
	

	2.
	Robin told the meeting about himself and that he had moved to Potterne ten years ago.
	

	3.
	Charity Status (CIO) 
The Patch in Potterne Ltd community interest company was formed to transform Potterne’s former village school into a thriving, multi-use space.
In due course we plan to apply for charitable status in order to obtain a registered charity number enabling the Gift Aid option, but the issue is on temporary hold pending feedback from potential major funders. 
This option was put the meeting and there were no objections to looking into this further.
	

	4.
	Fundraising: 
A Case for Support (version 10) was circulated to the attendees. Robin explained he used this report when approaching potential donors. Gifts and pledges now exceed £80,000, with responses still awaited from grant-making organisations. 
Wiltshire Council have run out of money but have said we should go back to them.
We also have completed a lottery funding application.
Note: the figures at the back of the report are showing what we could raise.
A general discussion was held regarding the Case for Support.
Robert thanked Robin for his work on this so far. Robin said he was impressed by the passion and enthusiasm. It is a team effort.
	

	5.
	Devizes Half Marathon: 
On Sunday 2 April 2023 Director will run the Devizes Half Marathon in aid of The Patch in Potterne Campaign. Our warmest thanks go to all those who have already given.
If you have not yet done so, please support Robin if you can – any sum, large or small, would be hugely appreciated. Simply go online to:
RobinsRunUK click ‘DONATE’ and follow the instructions. Thank you!
To find out more you can visit our website ThePatchInPotterne.org.uk
	

	6.
	Teams
Offers of help and enquiries are always welcome! Be it fundraising, admin, and hiring space, please feel free to get in touch at any time. 

Bob Berry, Director info@thepatchinpotterne.org.uk  Tel: 07714 550990
Robin Jequier, Director robin@thepatchinpotterne.org.uk Tel: 07957 870721
	

	7.
	Questions from the Floor
Tim Landergan enquired on the Land Registry issue. John Starling stated Land Registry will be dealt with at the time of conveyance.
	

	8.
	Paul Moss enquired if there is time to have a fundraiser event in order to sell the plan to the village. 
In principle this could be done.
	

	9.
	Ransom Strip: John Starling stated we need to be careful of usage and we would need to see the deeds
	 

	10
	Robert Hunt-Grubbe asked ‘Do the people of Potterne know this is happening’?
There is a monthly article in the Potterne Magazine. When meetings are due placards are placed outside the village shop and dotted around the village. Robert Berry has been giving interviews on BBC Radio and Fantasy Radio who are very supportive.
	

	11.
	Can there be an option to download the Case for Support on the Web and to view any change to the proposed site plan. This to be done.
	

	12
	It is planned to hold an AGM (Annual General Meeting) in June 2023
	

	13.
	The Meeting closed at 20:15.



Signed                                                                              Date:
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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 
held on Wednesday 2nd August 2023 



 in Potterne Village Hall at 7.30pm 
 



Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA) (Chairman); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP) (Vice-Chairman);  
Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Luke Wilson (LW)  
 



Apologies:  Cllr Kerry Coleman (KC); Melanie Stovold (MS); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 
                      
Attending: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk); Tamara Reay, Councillor, Devizes Rural West (TR) 



                       



80/23/24  Welcome and Apologies  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 



81/23/24  Declaration of Members’ Interests  
None. 



82/23/24  Minutes of Meeting held on 5th July 2023 
Resolved:  NP Proposed; LW Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes of 5th 
July 2023 were a true and accurate record. 



83/23/24  Action Tracker Update 
111/21/22a – Painting Church Corner barrier white and adding reflectors - Malcolm 
Beaven will let KV know schedule for this work when he has it. 
Open Session July - PA to purchase a combination lock for Ryeleaze field. Purchased 
and in place. 



    Open Session 
PA declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 
session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 
be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing.  
Jenny Groome, PC, Neighbourhood Team, Devizes introduced herself as the 
Nominated Officer for Potterne Parish Council and the first point of contact.  JG would 
attend two Parish Council meetings a year and send through a quarterly crime report.    
PA asked what the nature of crimes in Potterne were, as the Parish Council had been 
concerned, following a Freedom of Information Request, to understand that there had 
been 59 incidents this year.  JG confirmed that the vast majority were road traffic 
incidents, including sheep in the road. There had been 2 residential burglaries, 1 
business burglary and a couple of reports of anti-social behaviour.  Crime in Potterne 
was mostly of a domestic nature and was considered no worse than other Wiltshlre 
villages.    
Royal British Legion Celebration 
John Chandler, British Legion, would be hosting a party on 13th August 2-5pm in 
Potterne Village Hall.   All welcome. 
Rear Barn, Devizes Road 
The owner of Rear Barn questioned the Parish Council in respect of a query from a 
resident who was concerned that development work at the Rear Barn may contravene 
planning approval. The owner confirmed that correct approval had been granted.   
RC explained that the Parish Council had been contacted by the resident who had 
voiced concerns about the vast amount of tracking at the property.  RC had responded 
to the resident with details of the Planning Department application number.  The 
resident then contacted Wiltshire Planning who responded, offering the option for the 
resident to open a case with the Enforcement Department if he/she felt that the 
development was contrary to plans.  The resident then reported this back to the Parish 
Council whose duty it was to take the matter up.  Potterne Parish Council would also 
look into the matter and, if necessary, ask Wiltshire Council to enforce the planning 
permission. 
Owner confirmed that the correct permission was in place and suggested that the 
resident, along with Potterne Parish Council, look at the Planning Portal on the 
Development page at Wiltshire Planning where a track, to the A360, was outlined.     
Owner confirmed that Wiltshire Planning had issued agreement to improve the track 
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and that, during the process Highways Department had confirmed that both accesses 
(A360 and backtrack) were approved under Permitted Development.     
Owner went on further to explain that the Planning Application was agreed under 
Section ZA, which is where clarification can be ascertained.   
Owner confirmed that large equipment would be required for the build and the best 
access to the site would be via the A360 as vehicles needed would be too large for safe 
journey along the back track. Going forward, A360 would be the main access to the 
property. 
Owner asked Parish Council to contact him should any further questions arise.   
RC thanked the Owner for this and would check Planning via Wiltshire Council.  
There were no further comments from the public therefore PA closed the Open 
Session 



84/23/24  
 



Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Tamara Reay, Devizes Rural West  
TR Suggested, that once the new SIDs are up and running, the next thing would be to 
consider a neighbourhood speedwatch team.  The Police and Crime Commissioner has made 
speeding a priority, putting John Derryman in charge.  The data from the SIDs together with 
the work of a speedwatch team would identify hot spots in Potterne. This would enable police 
to focus on the village.   
Wiltshire Council currently has an air quality survey out for consultation, Councillors were 
asked to look at this and comment.    
The Tree Warden Scheme to be relaunched.  Wiltshire Council would like each Parish Council 
to nominate a Tree Warden who would have the power to obtain funding for the planting of 
trees 
Wiltshire Council has secured money from The Department of Transport 1.2million for an on-
demand bus service (an “uber like” bus). The flexible bus uses AI to find the best routes 
through three zones.  The area currently covered includes villages to the east of Devizes, 
around the Pewsey area.  



85/23/24  Wiltshire Council Local Plan Review – Quota of Houses to be Built 
TR felt that, following study of the Neighbourhood Plan, that the maximum quota of 
houses for Potterne should be no more than 15.  The Review had quoted 54 houses.  
TR asked Councillors to draft a representation which TR would present to Cabinet 
Minister, Nick Cotterall.  RC would look further into this.   



86/23/24  LHFIG Priorities 
TR questioned what interventions were required to ease the traffic issues on A360 which could 
be taken to LHFIG. 
The following was noted: 



• Pedestrian crossing at the bottom of Ryeleaze Steps. 



• Blounts Court – zebra crossing. 



• Cut back the undergrowth on the the A360 footpath to Devizes. 



• Crumbling pavement in Whistley Road – opposite Myrtle Cottage.   



• Dedicated Cycle Route to Devizes.  
KV to update the Wiltshire Council Work spreadsheet and sent to Malcolm Beaven, Matt 
Perrott cc TR. 



87/23/24  Document Sharing 
LW/KV to meet. 



88/23/24  Vacancy for three new Co-opted Councillors 
No applications received. 



89/23/24  
 



Ash Tree in Blounts Court 
Councillors agreed to accept the quote from Conservation Contractors.  KV to speak to 
company and ask them to leave the wood for residents.   



90/23/24  The Church Wall 
KV to ask Wiltshire Council to attend to the Church Wall, which bordered the A360, as it 
currently has vegetation growing through it and may be in need of maintenance.    



91/23/24  The Patch – Funding Deadline 
Robin Jequier, Fundraiser, The Patch, confirmed that on Monday 31st July, the deadline 
set by the Trustees, the amount pledged totalled £118,000 which was accepted as an 
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formal offer for purchase. Stone King Solicitors would work on the conveyance on 
behalf of the Trustees. The Patch had yet to appoint a solicitor, but would do so by mid-
August. Fundraising would continue for the refurbishment.  The completion date was 
unlikely to happen before the end of the year as the school had yet to be registered at 
The Land Registry.   
Discussions had commenced with Wiltshire Education to use The Patch as a Special 
Needs Education base for students who were unable to attend mainstream school.   
There would be no more that 20 students using the facilities at any one time. Wiltshire 
Education had provided a proforma lease and the income quoted would be enough to 
sustain the building, to include insurance and utilities.  The Patch would also be used 
for some additional community use.   
RJ asked for confirmation of the financial pledge from Potterne Parish Council. 
PA confirmed that Potterne Parish Council had pledged £20,000 on completion of 
purchase, with an additional £10,000 for refurbishment. PA Pointed out that the Parish 
Council had to be assured, with public funds, that payment is made under the correct 
procedure, asking if the Community Interest Company was likely to turn into a charity 
and, if so, would the donation be protected if the school was sold on.   
RJ confirmed that solicitors would be setting up The Patch with the ability to pay back 
donations if charity status was taken. It may be that a “Friends of The Patch” charity ran 
in parallel to the Community Interest Company.   
RC pointed out that Wiltshire Council owned the easement over the land at the back of 
The Patch and it may be that access could be negotiated as part of the Lease with 
Wiltshire Education.  RJ would bring this to the attention of the solicitor, once 
appointed.  
RHG thanked RJ and Bob Berry, on behalf of Potterne Parish Council, for the huge 
effort and the amount of work they had done on behalf of the Community.    



92/23/24  
 
 



Road Safety, Vehicle Parking and Public Transport (CT/MS) 
Speed Indicator Devices 
SID delivered. PA/LW to install.   



93/23/24  Leisure Facilities, Appearance and Environment (NP/KC)  
Blounts Court & Ryeleaze Play Areas – Development 
LW referred the Council back to the June 2023 Meeting when KC/MS/LW put forward a 
Development Plan for the Play Areas at Ryeleaze and Blounts Court.  LW reminded 
that the Playground Sub-Committee were hoping for support from all Councillors, for the 
multi-year plan to be accepted.  LW had investigated part-funding from the Devizes 
Area Board which would need to be applied for by the Youth Club.   
Before going forward, it was important to know what funding would be available from 
the Parish Council as an upfront donation to show support on any application for 
funding. 
LW had received some catalogues from playground equipment companies and asked 
the Parish Council to commit to finance, over the next three years.   
The first year £27,000 was requested, with a contingency of 10%.  Over three years 
spend would be £100,000, which would include, for Ryeleaze, (Phase 1) a multi-use 
games area, removal of the covered area; Blounts Court (Phase 1) replacement of 
flooring and a basket swing. Phase 2 would include a zipwire, multi fitness rig and 
benches.  It was important to note that the plans for actual equipment had not yet been 
finalised, this would happen once financial commitment was received.   
PA felt that further research was required prior to decision.  
LW the best forward would be to agree that the decision was based on the Report from 
Sports & Play Consulting Limited in June 2023 and agree a multi-year plan. 
NP asked that this be discussed further on the next Agenda, particularly in respect of 
removing the fence at Blounts Court and the shelter at Ryeleaze.   
PA said that grant assistance would be needed when spending such a significant 
amount of money.   
LW reminded that the Parish Council currently had approx. £100,000 in cash reserves 
which included a commitment of £30,000 for The Patch.  It was likely that a grant would 
not be awarded when funds where strong without definite commitment.  
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LW 18.9% of the village is under the age of 20, the multi-use games facility would cost 
in the region of £12,000. Could agreement be confirmed for this to be purchased to give 
time to work on the grants.   
RC suggested that a mini referendum was taken amongst Potterne residents, asking 
what facilities people wanted.  LW will advertise this in the next Parish Magazine – 
asking villagers to attend the next meeting on 6th September to voice their opinions. 



94/23/24  
a. 



Community and Learning (NP/KC) 
Cemetery Sub-Committee 
NP A meeting of the Sub-Committee had taken place at which fencing had been 
considered.   A quote for a gate, a larger turning circle and an extension of the fence on 
the right hand side by 20meters would be sought.   



95/23/24  
 



Footpaths & Cycleways (PA) 
No discussion. 



96/23/24  
a. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Residential Development (RHG/RC):  



PL/2023/05429 
(Comments 
3.8.2023)  



Oakfield, 2 Brownleaze 
Lane, Potterne, SN10 
5PA 



Oak Tree – Trim back 3mtrs from  
wires and garage opposite Yew  
tree – Crown reduce 1.5mtrs  
because out growing garden. 



                                                   No Objection 



PL/2023/05186 
(Comments 
3.8.2023)  



9 Potterne Wick, 
Potterne SN10 5QL 



Demolition of Existing Conservatory and 
New Build Single Storey Extension 



                                                   No Objection 



PL/2023/05587 
(Comments by 
8.8.2023) 



70 Court Hill, Potterne, 
SN10 5P 



Extend above kitchen, two storey side 
extension, reroof, change doors and 
windows and alter internal layout.  Reroof 
garage from flat to pitched. 



                                                   No Objection 



PL/2023/05075 
(Comments by 
22.08.2023) 



Mayfield Cottage, 42 
Devizes Road, 
Potterne, SN10 5LN 



Demolition of existing dilapidated rear 
addition and replace with two storey 
extension with internal reconfiguration 
works, external alterations and external 
landscaping.  Formation of carport 
adjoining existing garage. 



                                                    No Objection 
 



 
97/23/24 



 
 



Correspondence 
CC Tree blocking bridleway to be moved in Saddleback Lane – RHG dealt with. 
SB Concerns that the gullies were overflowing in Blackberry Lane – Gully Tank attended. 
LW Complete regarding the lack of ground maintenance at Soldier’s Walk – Grounds 
Maintenance Contractor chased. 
LM Footpath to be cut back at Court Hill to allow residents easier access – RHG would deal 
with this before the end of August.   



98/23/24  
a. 
 
 



Finance 
Resolved: LW Proposed, NP seconded and all agreed that the following accounts be paid: 



Payable to       Net     VAT       Gross 



Karon Van Den 
Bergh 



Administration Costs 
(including working from 
home allowance) 



641.76  641.76 



Potterne Youth 
Centre 



Donation (July 23 - 
76/23/24) 



2000.00  2000.00 



Citizens Advice 
Bureau 



Donation (July 23 - 
76/23/24) 



100.00  100.00 



Village Hall Hire 05/07/2023 18.00  18.00 
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Goughs Solicitors Professional Charges for 
Deed of Easement 56 
Blounts Court 



1625.00 325.00 1950.00 



Parish Online Annual Subscription 45.00 9.00 54.00 



Mr G Day (chq) Maintenance of Wayleave 
Pump at Whistley Road 



5.00  5.00 



Mr B Portch (chq) Maintenance of Jubilee 
Tree 



45.00  45.00 



  4479.76 325.00 4813.76 



Inter account transfer: 



Date: 03.08.2023  Amount: 5000.00 



99/23/24  Burial Fees Received 
A P McDonald – Crompton - £205 
Charles Winchcombe – Cummins – Interment - £150.00 



100/23/24  Next Agenda 
Playground Development – Ryeleaze and Blounts Court 
Spreadsheet – Wiltshire Council Jobs Required 



  Date of next meeting: 6th September 2023 7.30-9.00pm, Potterne Village Hall 



  The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.06 pm 
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Minutes of the Meeting of Potterne Parish Council 

held on Wednesday 2nd August 2023 

 in Potterne Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllr Philip Abbatt (PA) (Chairman); Cllr Nesta Pudney (NP) (Vice-Chairman);  

Cllr Richard Clark (RC); Cllr Robert Hunt-Grubbe (RHG); Cllr Luke Wilson (LW)  

 

Apologies:  Cllr Kerry Coleman (KC); Melanie Stovold (MS); Cllr Chris Twiney (CT) 

                      

Attending: Karon Van Den Bergh (Clerk); Tamara Reay, Councillor, Devizes Rural West (TR) 

                       

80/23/24    Welcome and Apologies  

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and received apologies. 

81/23/24    Declaration of Members’ Interests  

None. 

82/23/24    Minutes of Meeting held on 5

th

 July 2023 

Resolved:  NP Proposed; LW Seconded and all agreed that the Minutes of 5th 

July 2023 were a true and accurate record. 

83/23/24    Action Tracker Update 

111/21/22a – Painting Church Corner barrier white and adding reflectors - Malcolm 

Beaven will let KV know schedule for this work when he has it. 

Open Session July - PA to purchase a combination lock for Ryeleaze field. Purchased 

and in place. 

      Open Session 

PA declared that the meeting was temporarily suspended to allow for an open 

session for 10 minutes so that the public could place questions to the Council to 

be discussed at the next meeting if confirmed in writing.  

Jenny Groome, PC, Neighbourhood Team, Devizes introduced herself as the 

Nominated Officer for Potterne Parish Council and the first point of contact.  JG would 

attend two Parish Council meetings a year and send through a quarterly crime report.    

PA asked what the nature of crimes in Potterne were, as the Parish Council had been 

concerned, following a Freedom of Information Request, to understand that there had 

been 59 incidents this year.  JG confirmed that the vast majority were road traffic 

incidents, including sheep in the road. There had been 2 residential burglaries, 1 

business burglary and a couple of reports of anti-social behaviour.  Crime in Potterne 

was mostly of a domestic nature and was considered no worse than other Wiltshlre 

villages.    

Royal British Legion Celebration 

John Chandler, British Legion, would be hosting a party on 13th August 2-5pm in 

Potterne Village Hall.   All welcome. 

Rear Barn, Devizes Road 

The owner of Rear Barn questioned the Parish Council in respect of a query from a 

resident who was concerned that development work at the Rear Barn may contravene 

planning approval. The owner confirmed that correct approval had been granted.   

RC explained that the Parish Council had been contacted by the resident who had 

voiced concerns about the vast amount of tracking at the property.  RC had responded 

to the resident with details of the Planning Department application number.  The 

resident then contacted Wiltshire Planning who responded, offering the option for the 

resident to open a case with the Enforcement Department if he/she felt that the 

development was contrary to plans.  The resident then reported this back to the Parish 

Council whose duty it was to take the matter up.  Potterne Parish Council would also 

look into the matter and, if necessary, ask Wiltshire Council to enforce the planning 

permission. 

Owner confirmed that the correct permission was in place and suggested that the 

resident, along with Potterne Parish Council, look at the Planning Portal on the 

Development page at Wiltshire Planning where a track, to the A360, was outlined.     

Owner confirmed that Wiltshire Planning had issued agreement to improve the track 


